
www.discoveryliving.org

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Helping adults with 
 intellectual disabilities

live successful,
satisfying lives in the 

    mainstream of the 
community.

Place
Stamp
Here

The Dispatch is a quarterly publication of Discovery Living, Inc., © 2013. If 
you are interested in receiving a copy of our newsletter by email or traditional 
post, please contact Leon Bohn at leon.bohn@discoveryliving.org. 

We made it our goal this year to offer up something above and beyond 
your typical newsletter. Something more interactive. Something 
more engaging. We wanted big, beautiful pictures of our members 
and employees doing what they do best. We wanted reflections and 
stories written by the people who were there. We wanted to bring the 
reader closer to experiencing the wonderful things we’re lucky enough 
to experience first-hand, around here, every day. For those of you 
who receive the newsletter online or via email, go crazy - click and 
touch away. Many of the pictures and highlighted words are linked to 
additional information, for those of you who want to learn more about 
anything we’ve written here. We hope you enjoy the Dispatch. See you 
next quarter!
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Many of us in the human services field have been challenged by the 
rapidly changing service delivery system for people with disabilities. 
Regionalized services, Medicaid expansion, property tax equalization 
and the state assuming responsibility for the non-federal share of 
Medicaid costs are just a few of the major changes that have reshaped 
the mental health and developmental disability service system over the 
past few years.  

All of us at Discovery Living have worked hard to stay on top of 
these issues to ensure that people with disabilities have a voice in the 
system redesign process.  We have hosted legislative events at our 
office and attended numerous meetings in Des Moines and various 
other locations. All of this effort has been in order to inform and 
educate key legislative leaders regarding issues impacting people with 
disabilities. 

Often people served, family members, employees, and other 
stakeholders feel overwhelmed by the complexity of the system and 
are unsure what to discuss with elected officials. Remember that 
your story is the most powerful thing you can share. Personal stories 
of how community based services, like those provided by Discovery 
Living, have changed lives are very impactful. How providing access 
to integrated, community based services has improved and, in some 
instances, even saved lives sends a powerful message. To hear a few of 
these stories, go to www.discoveryliving.org and click on the About Us 
tab, and then click on the Our Stories tab.  If you ever have questions 
or need support in talking with any elected official, please let me 
know and I will be happy to assist you. A single voice can make a 
difference.

THE ROAD AHEAD
A Message from Bob Hebl, Executive Director

“�ere is no education like adversity.”
Benjamin Disraeli
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Our own Paul Dougherty has once again 
submitted artwork that was chosen for 
display at the Iowa State Fair! Paul has 

been honing his artistic skills for several years now 
and does not allow his vision, hearing, or speech 
impairments to prevent him from pursuing his 
dream. I have enjoyed working with Paul to develop 
his artistic skills, as have several other staff  at his 
home. This accomplishment would not have been 
possible without the support and assistance of  
the kind folks at the Iowa Arts Council and Very 
Special Arts (VSA) organizations.
Once Paul’s work had been displayed at the State 
Fair, it was off  to the Governor’s Mansion for 
another VSA event! Congratulations Paul; you have 
proven to be an inspiration to us all.

A Famous 
in Our Midst
Artist By

Paul
Newman

cMemo

TERESA
Teresa has been with us for 6 years doing fries and 

prep. She always comes to work in a great mood and 
enjoys making others smile. She is constantly doing 

something nice for someone. She always tries her hard-
est at everything she does. Thanks Teresa for all your 

hard work and positive energy! We all love working with 
you. Keep up the great work. It’s a pleasure having you 

on our team!!
2

DONORSPOTLIGHT

Pictured left to 
right: Leah, Keith, 

Gretchen, and 
Noah Wright

Like many parents of a 
child with intellectual 
disabilities, Keith and 

Gretchen Wright spent a 
great deal of time thinking 
about and planning for their 
daughter Leah’s future. After 
several home tours and 
discussions with Discovery 
Living 
employees, 
Keith, 
Gretchen and 
Leah came 
to the joint 
conclusion 
that they 
were interested in receiving 
residential services through 
our organization. Such a 
decision, in and of itself, 
is very significant for any 
family - but the Wright’s took 
it one step further. Keith 
and Gretchen purchased a 
house in Cedar Rapids that 
would serve as a home for 
several people served by 

Discovery Living, with the 
understanding that Leah 
would eventually move in 
and receive services there. 
Almost five years later that 
day has come.
Leah began receiving 
services from Discovery 
Living a few months back 

and is doing 
very well. The 
Wright’s recently 
gifted the home 
they purchased 
five years ago to 
Discovery Living, 
which is a very 

generous gift. The Wright’s 
thoughtful planning and 
generosity has not only had 
a positive impact on their 
daughter’s life, but has also 
impacted the lives of many 
others supported by our 
organization. Supporters like 
Keith and Gretchen Wright 
are the reason we are able to 
do what we do.       

THE
WRIGHT
STUFF

...worth 1,000 words

“No one cares how much you 
know, until they know how much 

you care.” 
 Theodore Roosevelt

Out 
on the 
Town

with  
The Jomar 

Girls 

The new down-
town library

Collins Road 
Theater

(Our own Teresa Schwabe was recently recognized by 
her employer, McDonald’s, for her excellent work.)

They say...

“When people talk, listen 
completely. Most people 

never listen.” 
 Ernest Hemingway

http://www.iowastatefair.org/
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http://vsaiowa.org/
http://vsaiowa.org/
http://www.collinsroadtheatres.com/
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http://www.crlibrary.org/
http://www.crlibrary.org/
http://www.collinsroadtheatres.com/
http://www.collinsroadtheatres.com/
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  •  Sunday, October 6 - America’s Amazing Places - Bob DeLoss
  •  Sunday, November 3 - Sailing Down to RIO on the Queen Elizabeth 2 - Doug Jones
  •  Sunday, December 1 - Madagascar: Land of Unique Wildlife, People and Pirates 
                                                                                                                                 - Marlin Darrah
All shows begin at 2:00 pm 
Single admission tickets may be purchased for $7.00 at our administrative office or the day 
of the show.  As always, we will have snacks and beverages available for purchase during 
intermission and proceeds from ticket and snack sales go to support the work we do 
here at Discovery Living.  You can learn more about these fine films by going to: www.
discoveryliving.org or call our office at 319-378-7470. 

                  Thanks Goes Out to our 2013 Travelogue 
Sponsors

Anonymous – Bradley & Riley PC – Guaranty Bank – Nelson Electric Co. – 
Steve’s Heating, Air Conditioning & Electrical, Inc.

Acumen  (Angela Billman) – Tom & Joan Auterman – David & Kathleen Carney 
– Consult Savoy, Inc. – Five Seasons Tire – Bob & Laurie Hebl – Home 

Appliance Center – Tom & Nancy King – Ogden & Adams Lumber – Scott E. 
Olson, AIA, CFM, SIOR – David & Mary Lou Selzer – Rich & Julie Shebek – 

Mike Stallman

Discovery Living’s 
2013 Travel and Adventure 

                 Film Schedule 

O n August 31st, Steve Esker, Chris Bradley, and 
Jen Uthoff braved the extreme heat to cheer 

on the Iowa Hawkeye Football team at beautiful 
Kinnick Stadium! It was a steamy Iowa day, but 
all of us enjoyed being at the game and cheering 

on the Hawks! The outcome wasn’t what we had 
hoped for, as the Hawks didn’t win, but it was still 
a great experience. A very special “Thank you!” to 
Discovery Living board member, Larry Sharp, for 
donating tickets, so that we could enjoy the game. 

His generosity was very much appreciated!!

Featured Gallery:
Unified Softball

2 0 1 3

A Day of Play, for the ADA

A community celebration 
of the 23rd anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 was held on Saturday, 
July 13th at Veterans Memorial Stadium.  
The event featured a pre-game picnic, Unity March 
onto “Perfect Game Field,” throwing out some first 
pitches, watching the Kernels win, listening to music 

by the band, “Jif and the Choosy Mothers”, and 
ending the night with fireworks.
Many individuals from Discovery Living enjoyed 
the celebration of events for people of all abilities. 

http://tinyurl.com/cns9eyo
http://tinyurl.com/ch9efqz
http://www.discoveryliving.org/travelogue/Travelogue.html
http://www.hawkeyesports.com/sports/m-footbl/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americans_with_Disabilities_Act_of_1990
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americans_with_Disabilities_Act_of_1990
http://tinyurl.com/7zqggp6
http://www.kzia.com/INSIDEZ/JIFANDTHECHOOSYMOTHERS/tabid/230/Default.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/q9rbxkr
http://tinyurl.com/nu2ygxg
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All of us at Discovery Living thank two outgoing 
board members for their service to our 
organization.  Andy Hasley served on our board for 

six years and was most recently a member of our Facility 
Management Committee. Mark Gronenmeyer served 
for three years and was a member of the Fundraising, 
Endowment and Community Relations Committee. 
Thanks to Andy and Mark for their volunteer service and 
support.

James Nelson is our newest board member. James is the 
owner of House of Carpets and has a long history of 
supporting Discovery Living. James is a past Grand Knight 
of Knights of Columbus Council 909, past president of 
Rotary West, and a very involved member of the Cedar 
Rapids community. We are thrilled to have James join our 
board.

LIZMATHIS

BOARD OF 
DIRECTOR 
COMINGS AND 
GOINGS
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Board member, Elmer Haverly, 

recently celebrated his 93rd birthday 
and 35 years of service to Discovery 

Living. Congratulations and a sincere 
“Thank you!”, Elmer.

The Discovery Living 
Endowment Challenge is Underway
The Discovery Living Endowment Challenge drive is in full swing and we need your help. Building our 
endowment fund is critical to the long-term stability of our organization. A strong endowment is the 
best way to ensure that Discovery Living is here to help people in need for many years to come, and 
any and all gifts make a difference. Examples of qualifying gifts include: cash, stock options, insurance 
annuities, retirement account dividends, and property. Not only 
do donors benefit from tax deductions, they also benefit from 
Endow Iowa tax credits. Here is an example of possible benefits 
of a gift to our endowment fund:
Donor makes a $4,000 gift
25% Endow Iowa Tax Credit: $1,000
35% Federal Deduction: $1,400
Total Tax Saving: $2,400
Cost of Gift to Donor: $1,600
Donors who gift $4,000 or more become charter members of the 
Discovery Living Legacy Society. This group of key supporters 
will be invited to special company events and be publically 
recognized to the extent they are comfortable with.
If you want to learn more about this wonderful opportunity to 
help Discovery Living, while benefiting from tax incentives, 
please feel free to call the Discovery Living office at 319.378.7470 
and ask to speak with Bob Hebl. To learn more about the lives 
being touched by Discovery Living, go to our website at www.
discoveryliving.org and click on the About Us tab on the top of 
the screen and then the Our Stories tab on the right side of the 
screen.

On Wednesday, August 22, Discovery 
Living hosted a legislative forum. We joined 
several area human service providers and 
representatives with the Iowa Association of 
Community Providers (IACP) in a meet and greet 
for area political leaders. This event provided 
a great opportunity to spend time with key 
decision makers and discuss pressing human 
service issues. Thanks to these political leaders 
for taking time out of their busy schedules to 
participate and for their continued work on 
behalf of people with disabilities.
Pictured L to R: IACP Staff Kelsey Clark and Edie 
Bogaczyk. Representative Sally Stutsman, Bob Hebl, and 
Senators Joe Bolkcom and Robert Dvorsky.

On August 15, Senator Liz Mathis took time out 
of her busy schedule to stop by the Discovery 
Living office to take a tour and visit regarding 
legislative issues impacting human service 
providers. A big Discovery Living “Thank You” 
goes out to Senator Mathis for her continued 
advocacy on behalf of people with disabilities.
Pictured L to R: Bob Hebl, Lorie Schmitz, Carol 
Saddoris, and Senator Liz Mathis

    from your friends 
 at Discovery Living. We thank you 
for your support and wish 
   you and yours all the best 
       in the year ahead.
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behalf of people with disabilities.
Pictured L to R: IACP Staff Kelsey Clark and Edie 
Bogaczyk. Representative Sally Stutsman, Bob Hebl, and 
Senators Joe Bolkcom and Robert Dvorsky.

On August 15, Senator Liz Mathis took time out 
of her busy schedule to stop by the Discovery 
Living office to take a tour and visit regarding 
legislative issues impacting human service 
providers. A big Discovery Living “Thank You” 
goes out to Senator Mathis for her continued 
advocacy on behalf of people with disabilities.
Pictured L to R: Bob Hebl, Lorie Schmitz, Carol 
Saddoris, and Senator Liz Mathis

    from your friends 
 at Discovery Living. We thank you 
for your support and wish 
   you and yours all the best 
       in the year ahead.
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